Participation. One of the central aims of our PhD program is to train you in the profession of political science. In this profession, you will need to talk, in order to present your own ideas, in order to comment on/challenge/encourage the improvement of your colleagues' ideas, and so forth. As such, participation constitutes 25% of the grade in this course, and it is not a freebie. If you earned perfect grades on all written assignments but sat quietly throughout the semester, you would receive a B-, a failing grade in this program. I expect active and regular participation in all discussions. Sitting quietly in a seminar is analogous to turning in a paper consisting of blank pages. In addition to regular contribution to weekly discussions, each of you will introduce the readings for two weekly meetings. We will talk more later about what this involves.
Writing. My goal in having you write a paper is to get you thinking about publishing in political science journals. That in mind, the major portion of your grade will be an article-length paper of around 10,000 words (the limit for most political science journals), which will constitute 50% of your grade. Your paper will focus on an issue related to ethnicity and nationalism in one or more countries and, unless you and I agree on an alternative format, will take one of the following two forms: an in-depth study of a single case or country paired with analysis of data from one or more cross-national datasets on ethnicity or conflict, or a small-N study of issues in two or three cases selected appropriately. We will talk at length early in the semester about both the cross-national datasets available and about appropriate criteria for selecting cases for comparison. In consultation with me, you'll target a conference at which to present this paper, and a set of possible journal outlets for it later. The remaining quarter of your grade will be composed of three response papers of about 1300-1500 words (around 5-7 pages). These are due in weeks of your choosing, but you must turn in at least one before our meeting on October 14.
Response papers: 25% Participation: 25% Paper: 50%
The paper project has the following deadlines. September 9 -select question, format and cases of focus. September 23 is deadline for final selection; September 30 -submit paper proposal; Papers due by noon December 11, in hard copy to Anderson 002 and to turnitin.com 
